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Lodges and Camps 
Brief Descriptions and Photos 

Upon arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport, we will be met by a Mondo 
Verde representative who will help with the VISA arrangements and 

customs.  Once we are thru and 
have collected our bagage we will 
load up into a large van with our 
luggage and head for Arusha, 
some 45 minutes away and our 
hotel for the night, The African 

Tulip.  Located off 
the main streets of 
Arusha, this quiet 
facility will greet 
you with its fantastic charm.  
Following a short briefing on 
safety we will have a light 
dinner and head for bed. 

We meet for breakfast the next morning as our 
vehicles and guides arrive and start filling the bean bags.  We check out 
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of the hotel, load up in the Extended Land Cruisers and depart for 
Tarangire National Park. 

Tarangire National Park, located about three hours from Arusha is 
home to very large herds of 
elephants, giraffe, impala as well 
as other ungulates and over 500 
species of birds.  After 
completing a game drive that 
afternoon we leave the park for 
Maramboi Tented Camp on the 

shore of 
Lake 
Manyara.    
The camp is 
composed of tents -
but not ordinary tents 
as we Americans think 
when we hear the 
word “tent”.  Elevated 
on platforms and 
covered with a grass 

roof, inside are complete bathrooms, excellent beds 
and plenty of solar provided hot water. 

Meals are served on a deck overlooking the 
African Rift and there is a pool for those wishing to 
take a dip before eating.  We spend two nights at this 
camp with a full day and a half spent in Tarangire 
National Park. 
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From Tarangire, we move on to the incomparable Ngorongoro 
Crater.  (Don’t worry, you will get used to saying it correctly!)  We spend 
the aftenoon in the crater photographing the wildlife then head out of 
the crater before nightfall to the Sopa Lodge on the rim of Ngorongoro.  
With spacious rooms looking out onto the crater and a spectacular dining 

room, you might not want to leave 
the next morning for a game drive in 
the crater! 

Following a second day in the 
crater we head back to the Sopa 
and get a good night rest before 
we depart the next morning 

enroute to Serengeti National Park. 
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In Serengeti we will spend two nights at Lake Masek Tented Camp.  
This is a new location for us but comes highly recommended for both the 
beauty of the facilities and the location, which in April should put us close 
to the large herds in Southern Serengeti in an area called Ndutu.  This is 
also an excellent area to spot leopards, cheetah and lions. 

http://www.tanganyikawildernesscamps.com/camps/
lakemasektentedcamp/  

Following two nights at Lake Masek, we move further north into the 
heart of the Serengeti for three 
nights at what has been my favorite 
on all of our trips, Sametu Camp.  
This camp has also been the 
favorite with everyone else, too!  
Sametu is located in the vast plains 
of Central Serengeti along a small 
stream.  Like the other camps there 
is running water, a flush toilet and 
shower in each tent.  Adjacent to 

the dining tent is a, well small sitting area with a bar. 

From the outside 
these tents look 
somewhat 
ordinary but once 
inside it is a 
different world. 
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Every trip we have been 
rewarded with some of the most 
beautiful sunrises and 
spectacular light conditions 
imagineable.  We will be doing 
numerous game drives from this 
facility to view hippos, lions, 
cheetahs as well as the other 
residents of the Central 
Serengeti. 
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We finish off our trip with an overnight stay at Gibbs Farm near 
Karatu on the slopes of Ngorongoro Crater.  While we have utilized a 
sister location, this will be our first stay at Gibb’s Farm!  The reviews are 
fantastic.  I urge you to follow the link and see for yourself what makes 
this a great way to relax following the early mornings and intensity of the 
game drives! 

http://www.gibbsfarm.com  

Be sure to check out the galleries such as the accommodations, 

http://www.gibbsfarm.com/gallery/photo-gallery/accommodations-
gallery/ 

Once we leave Gibbs Farm our next stop will be the Cultural 
Heritage center where we will have the time to do some shopping before 
heading to Kilimanjaro airport and our return flights to the US. 

We are really looking forward to this trip with you!  I hope you fall in 
love with Tanzania like we did in 2001.  You can leave Africa but Africa 
never leaves YOU! 
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